
What is Migration? 
Migration is the Permanent movement of persons from one geographical location or region to 
another.
Why do people migrate?

People migrate for many different reasons. These reasons can be classified 
as economic, social, political or environmental.
• economic migration - moving to find work or follow a particular career 

path.
• social migration - moving somewhere for a better quality of life or to be 

closer to family or friends. 
• political migration - moving to escape political persecution or war.
• environmental causes of migration include natural disasters such as 

flooding.



Pull and Push Factors of Migration

Pull factors are the factors that would attract or encourage the persons to leave their 
place of origin. 



Push factors are the factors that could force the persons to 
move their place of origin. 



Types of Migration.



Types of Migration



What is transmigration?

A policy that aims to move people from densely populated areas to sparsely populated 
and provide them with opportunities to improve their quality of life.

� Which islands were overpopulated?

Java and Bali

� Which islands did most people move from/to?

From Java and Bali to West Papua.

� Why did the Indonesian government want to introduce transmigration?

There weren't enough resources to go around.
Overcrowding was a big problem.
High proportion of people lived in shanty developments; disease spread quickly 

because of the lack of space and bad conditions.

� How many people were involved in the transmigration policy in its peak years 
(1979-1984)?

2.5 million people; 1 million people settled in West Papua alone.



� What were people given for moving to less populated islands?

� A new home and a living allowance for 18 months- a "chance to become land owners".

�

� What were the economic advantages of the policy?

� Population gained money from the government.

Landless people were given land (2 hectares) to farm on and gain money.

Unemployment reduced in Java; less people claimed money from the government.

�

� Why did transmigration not solve Indonesia's population problem?

� All the transmigration policy did was move poverty out of the densely populated islands; 
they did nothing to lower their high birth rate. What were the social advantages of the 
policy?

� Less overcrowding in Java; strain on vital services like hospitals lessened.

Unemployment reduced in Java; less social unrest.

�



Types of Migration

• internal migration: moving within a state, 

country, or continent

• external migration: moving to a different 

state, country, or continent

• emigration: leaving one country to move 

to another

• immigration: moving into a new country

• return migration: moving back to where 

you came from

• seasonal migration: moving with each 

season or in response to labor or climate 

conditions.

people who migrate fall into several categories:

• An emigrant is a person who is leaving one 

country to live in another.

• An immigrant is a person who is entering a 

country from another to make a new home.

• A refugee is a person who has moved to a 

new country because of a problem in their 

former home.





“A Refugee”
A refugee is someone who 

has left their home and does 

not have a new home to go to. 

Often refugees do not carry 

many possessions with them 

and do not have a clear idea of 

where they may finally settle.






