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• Function-The sheath is useful in many ways
• 1). It serves to hold the cells in the colonies together
• 2). Its slimy nature gives the sheath with great water absorbing and water retaining capacity



• 3). Thus a firm pigmented sheath is an asset to the species growing under conditions of
desiccation. It enables them to perennate. The pigmented sheath serves as a light screen.

•  
•  
• . The microfibrils constituting the sheath are reticulately disposed within an amorphous matrix

to give it homogeneous appearance. On the outside the microfibrils are less dense. A zone of
less electron density separates the sheath from the cell wall or inner investment.
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10. Sexual reproduction is completely absent. Genetic recombination is reported in 2 cases.


