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1) DIFFERENCE BETWEEN BRAHMANIC AND BUDDHISTIC SYSTEM OF 

EDUCATION.  

Ans.: The Brahmanic and Buddhistic systems of education in ancient India were distinct in 

their philosophies, objectives, and methods. Here are the key differences between the two: 

1. Philosophical Foundation: 

• Brahmanic System: 

• Rooted in the Vedic tradition and Brahmanism, the Brahmanic system 

emphasized the study of sacred texts, rituals, and religious duties. 

• Focused on preserving and transmitting the Vedas, Upanishads, and 

other religious scriptures. 

• Emphasized the caste system and the superiority of the priestly class 

(Brahmins). 

• Buddhistic System: 

• Founded by Siddhartha Gautama (Buddha), the Buddhistic system was 

based on the principles of Buddhism. 

• Rejected the caste system and promoted equality among all individuals. 

• Stressed the importance of enlightenment (nirvana) and the Four Noble 

Truths as the central teachings. 

2. Educational Objectives: 

• Brahmanic System: 

• Primarily aimed at preserving and perpetuating religious knowledge. 

• Education was designed to train Brahmins for priestly duties, rituals, and 

sacrifices. 

• Emphasis on memorization and recitation of sacred texts. 

• Buddhistic System: 

• Focused on the alleviation of human suffering and the pursuit of 

enlightenment. 

• Promoted a broader education accessible to people from all social 

classes. 

• Encouraged critical thinking and questioning of established beliefs. 

3. Methods of Education: 

• Brahmanic System: 

• Gurukula system: Education took place in the guru's (teacher's) home, 

where students lived and learned. 

• Learning was oral, with an emphasis on memorization and rote learning. 

• Study of Sanskrit was central, as it was the language of the sacred texts. 

• Buddhistic System: 

• Education was open to both monastic and non-monastic students. 

• Learning was more informal and discussion-based, with an emphasis on 

dialogue and debate. 

• Pali, a vernacular language, was used for teaching and recording 

Buddhist scriptures. 

4. Social Inclusivity: 

• Brahmanic System: 



• Highly exclusive and reserved for the Brahmin caste. 

• Contributed to the reinforcement of the caste system and social 

hierarchy. 

• Buddhistic System: 

• More inclusive and open to people from all social backgrounds. 

• Promoted the idea that anyone, regardless of caste, could attain 

enlightenment. 

5. Longevity and Impact: 

• Brahmanic System: 

• Has ancient roots dating back to the Vedic period and still influences 

aspects of modern Hindu education and culture. 

• Buddhistic System: 

• Flourished during Buddha's lifetime and for several centuries afterward 

but eventually declined in India. However, it spread to other parts of 

Asia, where it continues to have a significant impact. 

In summary, the Brahmanic and Buddhistic systems of education in ancient India had 

fundamentally different philosophies, objectives, and social inclusivity. The Brahmanic system 

was rooted in religious texts and rituals, while the Buddhistic system was centered on the 

pursuit of enlightenment and open to people from all social backgrounds. These differences 

reflected the broader philosophical distinctions between Brahmanism and Buddhism. 

 

 

2) WHAT IS UPANAYANA? 

ANS: Upanayana is a Hindu Sanskara (sacrament or rite of passage) that marks the initiation 

of a young boy into formal education and spiritual learning. It is also known as the "sacred 

thread ceremony" because one of its central features is the wearing of a sacred thread, called 

"yajnopavita" or "janeu," across the left shoulder and chest. Upanayana is considered one of 

the most important rites of passage in Hinduism and is typically performed for boys from the 

Brahmin, Kshatriya, and Vaishya castes. 

The Upanayana ceremony involves several rituals and symbolizes the boy's readiness to receive 

knowledge, study the Vedas, and perform religious duties. Here are some key elements of the 

Upanayana ceremony: 

1. Sacred Thread: The most prominent aspect is the investiture of the sacred thread. The 

priest recites mantras while the thread is placed around the boy's shoulder, symbolizing 

his commitment to learning and spiritual growth. 

2. Yagnopavita Dharana: This is the formal act of wearing the sacred thread. It is usually 

done under the guidance of a qualified priest, who imparts the Gayatri mantra to the 

young boy during this ceremony. 

3. Mantra Initiation: The boy is initiated into the Gayatri mantra, which is considered one 

of the most powerful Vedic mantras. He is expected to recite this mantra daily as part 

of his spiritual practice. 

4. Teacher-Student Relationship: The Upanayana marks the formal initiation into the 

Guru-shishya (teacher-student) relationship. The boy accepts a spiritual guide or guru 

who will impart knowledge and guide him in his studies. 



5. Fire Ritual: In some traditions, a fire ritual (havan) is performed, where offerings are 

made to the sacred fire while chanting specific mantras. 

6. Change in Dress: After the Upanayana, the boy usually changes his dress to wear a 

simple white dhoti and often a topknot or tuft of hair, symbolizing his new status as a 

student and his commitment to learning. 

The age at which Upanayana is performed can vary among different Hindu communities and 

regions. Traditionally, it was performed between the ages of 7 and 16, but in contemporary 

times, it can vary widely. After Upanayana, the young boy is expected to pursue education in 

the Vedas, scriptures, and other sacred texts, as well as his secular education. 

It's important to note that Upanayana is primarily a male ritual and is not typically performed 

for girls in traditional Hindu culture. However, there are some modern interpretations and 

adaptations of this ritual to include both genders. 
 

 

 

3) FEATURES OF ISLAMIC EDUCATION IN MEDIVIAL PERIOD. 

ANS: Islamic education in the medieval period was characterized by a rich tradition of learning 

and scholarship that made significant contributions to various fields of knowledge. Here are 

some of the key features of Islamic education during this period: 

1. Emphasis on Religious Education: Islamic education in the medieval period placed 

a strong emphasis on the study of the Quran and Hadith (sayings and actions of the 

Prophet Muhammad). Religious education was considered foundational, and students 

were taught to read, recite, and memorize the Quran from a young age. 

2. Madrasas: Madrasas were prominent educational institutions in the medieval Islamic 

world. These were religious schools that offered a structured curriculum, typically 

including Islamic law (fiqh), theology (kalam), and Arabic grammar (nahw). Madrasas 

played a vital role in preserving and disseminating Islamic knowledge. 

3. Transmission of Classical Greek and Roman Knowledge: Islamic scholars in the 

medieval period translated many classical Greek and Roman texts into Arabic. This led 

to the preservation and transmission of works by philosophers like Aristotle and Plato, 

as well as contributions in mathematics and medicine. These translations served as the 

foundation for later European Renaissance. 

4. Integration of Secular and Religious Knowledge: Islamic education in the medieval 

period often integrated secular and religious knowledge. Scholars pursued a wide range 

of disciplines, including mathematics, astronomy, medicine, geography, and 

philosophy alongside their religious studies. This interdisciplinary approach 

contributed to the development of various fields. 

5. Promotion of Critical Thinking: Islamic scholars emphasized critical thinking and 

rational inquiry. Philosophers like Al-Farabi, Avicenna (Ibn Sina), and Averroes (Ibn 

Rushd) made significant contributions to philosophy and encouraged the use of reason 

to understand the world and religion. 

6. Library and Manuscript Culture: Medieval Islamic education fostered a culture of 

libraries and manuscript preservation. Places like the House of Wisdom in Baghdad and 

other academic centers served as repositories for valuable texts. Scholars worked to 

preserve, copy, and annotate manuscripts. 



7. Teacher-Student Relationship: The teacher-student relationship was highly 

respected. It was common for students to study under a master scholar (sheikh) for an 

extended period, often in a one-on-one setting, to ensure the transmission of knowledge 

and skills. 

8. Language and Linguistics: Arabic language and linguistics were central to Islamic 

education. Mastery of the Arabic language was crucial for the study of the Quran and 

Hadith, as well as for understanding various Islamic sciences. 

9. Global Outreach: Islamic education during this period had a global reach, with 

scholars and students traveling from various parts of the Islamic world to centers of 

learning in cities like Baghdad, Cairo, and Cordoba. This facilitated the exchange of 

knowledge across cultures. 

10. Innovation in Education: Islamic education in the medieval period saw innovations 

in teaching methods, including the use of textbooks, syllabi, and academic degrees. This 

structured approach to education laid the groundwork for modern educational systems. 

Overall, Islamic education in the medieval period was characterized by a commitment to the 

pursuit of knowledge across a wide range of fields, with a strong foundation in religious studies. 

It played a crucial role in preserving and transmitting knowledge from earlier civilizations and 

in contributing to the intellectual development of the Islamic world and beyond. 
 


