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SUB TOPICS

❖ INTER REGIONAL TRADE
❖ MARITIME TRADE
❖ FORMS OF EXCHANGE
❖ PROCESS OF URBANIZATION
❖ MERCHANT GUILDS OF SOUTH INDIA



❖ The importance of trade and commerce in the overall economic history of india 
During the six centuries between 700 AD and 1300 AD
❖ The historical features of trade in two broad phases: i) 700-900 AD and ii) 

900-1300 AD
❖ The relationship between trade and commerce with i) metallic-currency, ii) 

village Economy and iii) towns
❖ The role of crafts and industry in the trade operations
❖ About the commodities of trade and their consumers-both in the inland & 

Foreign trade
❖ The principal trade routes and means of communication and
❖ The role of political authorities in furthering the inteREst of trader 

Merchants.

MAIN POINTS:



❖ COMMODITIES OF TEADE AND THEIR CONSUMERS
❖ TRADE ROUTES AND MEANS OF COMMUNICATION
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INTER REGIONAL TRADE
IMPORTANT PORTS OF EARLY MEDIEVAL INDIA



INTER REGIONAL TRADE
URBAN SETTLEMENTS OF EARLY MEDIEVAL INDIA



INTER REGIONAL TRADE
COINS OF EARLY MEDIEVAL INDIA

Early Medieval Mint city unearthed 
at Rohtak

Coins of Early Medieval India
Coins of Early Medieval India



what is guild?
❖ A group of skilled craftsmen in the same trade might form themselves into a guild. A guild would make sure that 

anything made by a guild member was up to standard and was sold for a fair price. Membership of a guild was an 
honour as it was a sign that you were a skilled worker who had some respect in society.

❖
A Merchant Guild was an association of traders. The Merchant Guild use to negotiate with the lord and regulated 
trade levy. The Merchant Guilds controlled the way in which trade was conducted and applied rules to the way in 
which trade was conducted during the Middle Ages.

❖ Several trade guilds operated in medieval Southern India such as the Gatrigas, Nakaras, Mummuridandas, 
Ayyavole-500, Ubhayananadesigal, Settis, Settiguttas, Birudas, Biravaniges, Gavares, etc. Temples were the pivot 
around which socio-economic activities of the land revolved.

❖ Till the early centuries of the Christian era, guild-caste equations were not rigid and literary evidence shows that 
some people did follow professions other than that of their parents. It was only by the early mediaeval period 
that guilds became considerably fossilized into occupational sub-castes.

INTER REGIONAL TRADE
MERCHANT GUILDS OF SOUTH INDIA


