


















A ghost author is a person who has made a substantial

contribution to the research or writing of a manuscript but is not

named as an author. In some cases, acknowledged person may

have actually met criteria that would qualify them as an author,

and so even though acknowledged, they are technically ghosts.

A hierarchical author is someone who has been asked to write an

editorial or prepare a review article on behalf of his/her superior

and is published in a citable scientific journal, retrievable through

the electronic bibliographic process under the name of the senior-

level scientist.

Fraudulent authorship



A guest author is someone who is named as an author, but who

did not contribute in a meaningful way to the design, research,

analysis, or writing of a paper. There are several varieties of guest

authors. Some persons accept honorary or gift authorship simply to

enhance their curriculum vitae:

 Honorary authorship: Often they are well known and well

respected thought leaders in the field of interest who are paid for

use of their name. Some section or department heads are named

as authors simply by virtue of their seniority or departmental

tradition.

 Gift authorship: They might be invited to the masthead by the

corresponding author in order to repay favors such as

professional references or referrals. At times, scientists agree to

trade authorships by each placing their name on the others’

papers so each appears more productive.


