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1) DISCUSS THE CONTRIBUTION OF MISSIONARIES IN WOMEN EDUCATION.  

ANS: Missionaries have played a significant role in women's education throughout history, 

particularly in the 19th and early 20th centuries. Their contributions can be seen in various 

aspects, including the establishment of schools and colleges, promoting literacy, and 

advocating for women's rights. Here are some key contributions of missionaries to women's 

education: 

1. Establishment of Schools and Colleges: Missionaries were instrumental in founding 

numerous schools and colleges, especially in regions where education, particularly for 

women, was lacking. They believed that education was essential for both personal 

development and spreading their religious beliefs. These institutions often provided 

opportunities for girls and young women to receive formal education. 

2. Promotion of Literacy: Missionaries worked to increase literacy rates among 

women. They introduced writing systems and translated religious texts into local 

languages, making education more accessible to women. This not only empowered 

women with knowledge but also gave them a voice in their communities. 

3. Advocacy for Women's Rights: Many missionaries were advocates for women's 

rights, challenging oppressive social norms and practices that restricted women's access 

to education and participation in public life. They often promoted gender equality 

within the context of their religious teachings, which had a lasting impact on local 

societies. 

4. Healthcare and Vocational Training: Missionaries often combined education with 

healthcare and vocational training. They set up hospitals and clinics, teaching women 

about healthcare, hygiene, and nursing. They also provided vocational training, 

enabling women to acquire skills that could lead to economic independence. 

5. Cultural Sensitivity: Missionaries often adapted their teaching methods and 

curricula to the local cultures and traditions, making education more acceptable to the 

communities they served. This approach helped break down cultural barriers that 

sometimes-hindered women's education. 

6. Role Models: Missionary women themselves served as role models for local women. 

Their presence and active involvement in education demonstrated that women could be 

leaders and educators, challenging traditional gender roles. 

7. Legacy in Educational Institutions: Many of the schools and colleges established 

by missionaries have evolved into prominent educational institutions that continue to 

educate women today. These institutions often maintain the values of gender equality 

and empowerment that the missionaries initially espoused. 

However, it is essential to acknowledge that the role of missionaries in women's education is a 

complex one. While they made substantial contributions, they were also criticized for imposing 

Western values and religious beliefs on local cultures. Additionally, their efforts sometimes 

reinforced colonial power dynamics and paternalism. As such, the impact of missionaries on 

women's education varies depending on the specific historical and cultural context. 

 

 



2) ROLE OF BRITISH GOVERNMENT IN WOMEN EDUCATION.  

ANS: The role of the British government in women's education has evolved significantly over 

the years. Historically, women in Britain faced limited access to education, but various 

government policies and initiatives have gradually expanded educational opportunities for 

women. Here's an overview of the British government's role in women's education: 

1. Early Barriers: In the past, women in Britain had limited access to formal education. 

Social norms and traditional gender roles often discouraged women from pursuing 

higher education or certain career paths. 

2. 19th Century Reforms: The 19th century saw the emergence of campaigns for 

women's education, leading to significant changes. The 1870 Elementary Education 

Act and the 1880 Elementary Education (Blind and Deaf Children) Act helped improve 

basic education access for both genders. 

3. Late 19th Century and Early 20th Century: The suffrage movement, which fought 

for women's right to vote, was closely tied to the broader women's rights movement, 

including education. Women's colleges such as Girton College and Newnham College, 

affiliated with the University of Cambridge, were established during this period. 

4. 1944 Education Act: This landmark legislation made significant strides in expanding 

educational opportunities for women. It introduced compulsory education up to the age 

of 15 for all children, regardless of gender. This Act helped create a more equal footing 

for girls in the education system. 

5. 1960s and 1970s: The government continued to push for gender equality in 

education. Measures were taken to challenge gender stereotypes in educational 

materials and to promote equal access to higher education. 

6. Equal Opportunities Act (1975): This act made it illegal to discriminate against 

women in education and other areas, furthering the cause of gender equality in 

education. 

7. Recent Developments: The government has continued to promote gender equality in 

education through various policies and initiatives. This includes efforts to close the 

gender pay gap, encourage women to pursue careers in STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, and Mathematics), and promote women's leadership in academia. 

8. Access to Higher Education: British universities have made strides in increasing the 

representation of women in various academic fields, including science, technology, and 

engineering. Scholarships and support programs for women in higher education have 

also been established. 

9. Parental Leave Policies: The government has introduced policies to support working 

mothers in balancing their careers and family life, which indirectly impacts women's 

ability to pursue education and careers. 

10. Global Initiatives: The British government has also been involved in international 

efforts to promote girls' education globally, recognizing the importance of education in 

empowering women and girls worldwide. 

In summary, the British government has played a crucial role in advancing women's education 

by enacting legislation, promoting equal opportunities, challenging stereotypes, and supporting 

initiatives that aim to provide women with the same educational opportunities as men. 

However, challenges and disparities in women's education persist, and ongoing efforts are 

needed to ensure full gender equality in education in the UK. 

 



3) WHAT IS THE STATUS OF WOMEN IN VEDIC, BRAHMANIC AND MEDIAVAL 

PERIOD? 

ANS: The status of women in ancient India varied across different historical periods and was 

influenced by social, cultural, and religious factors. Here's a brief overview of the status of 

women in the Vedic, Brahmanic, and Medieval periods: 

1. Vedic Period (1500 BCE - 600 BCE): 

• Early Vedic Period: During this time, women enjoyed relatively higher status 

compared to later periods. They had access to education and participated in 

religious rituals. Women were often mentioned as contributors to hymns in the 

Rigveda. 

• Late Vedic Period: As society became more stratified, women's roles began 

to change. The emergence of the caste system started limiting women's freedom 

and opportunities. The practice of early marriage began to gain prominence. 

2. Brahmanic Period (600 BCE - 200 CE): 

• During this period, Brahmanism, which laid the foundation for Hinduism, 

became dominant. The status of women became more restricted, especially for 

those outside the upper castes. 

• The Manusmriti, a legal text from this period, codified many social norms, and 

it contained provisions that subordinated women. It prescribed strict roles and 

duties for women within the household and marriage. 

3. Medieval Period (200 CE - 1200 CE): 

• The status of women continued to be influenced by the Hindu caste system, 

which limited their opportunities and freedoms. 

• The practice of "sati" (a widow immolating herself on her husband's funeral 

pyre) began to emerge, although it was not widespread at this time. 

• The Bhakti and Sufi movements in Hinduism and Islam, respectively, provided 

some women with opportunities for spiritual expression and education. Female 

saints and poets like Andal, Meera Bai, and Akka Mahadevi emerged during 

this time. 

It's important to note that the status of women varied significantly based on factors like caste, 

region, and socioeconomic background. While women from higher castes often faced more 

restrictions, those from lower castes had somewhat more flexibility in their roles. Furthermore, 

there were instances of powerful and influential women throughout Indian history, such as 

queens, scholars, and rulers. 

The status of women in India continued to evolve over the centuries, with significant changes 

occurring during the British colonial period and in the modern era. Today, women in India 

enjoy legal rights and opportunities that were not available in earlier periods, although gender 

disparities and issues persist. 

 


